Francisco
de Orellana

la calidez de la Amazonia

3 | AR
“ay un }é\m&de, llegada que
suena a fabula. Por-via-te-
Frvestre el paisaje cambia
de un 'iﬁﬁm&hto a otro, asi
envuelve la hume- ‘ ! odiiela las
' mientras que mas adelante, el ri
‘ Coca, correntoso, decide empujar un
. nte poco mas las cosas.
i climasy geografias conyi _ jones g de donde las canoas y lanchas per-
~en un mismo tenitorio miten el paso por el agua, tal como
[ ! Atlo Iii‘ciera la expedicion’ comandada
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Reserva
Ecologica:

El volean Cayambe (5790
metros), la tercera cumbre mas
alta del pais, es el desafio irresis-
tible para exploradores amantes
de las nieves perpetuas. A todo
aquel que logre llegar a su cima,
le es entregado el privilegio de

- observar el paramo cubierto de

i
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pajonales y los bosques andinos
en las estribaciones de la Cordi-
llera de los Andes.

La Reserva Ecologica Ca-
yambe - Coca es el area pro-
tegida de mayor diversidad del
pais y atraviesa las provincias

de Imbabura, Pichincha (equi-

( ] Mountains and forests fuse their beauty into one single place I

Montana y selva fusionan su belleza en

A nEE

valente al 25% de su territorio),
Sucumbios y Napo (al otro
75%). Posee lagunas, cascadas y
humedales, que protegen una
de las principales provisiones
de agua del pais. Aqui nacen
las cuencas hidricas de los rios:
Esmeraldas, Chota y Mira en el

- Alianza Ecuatoriana
N\ /) para el Turismo
ostenible

noroccidente, y Papallacta, Co-

sanga, Quijos, Oyacachi, Salado,
Coca, Aguarico, Napo, Pastaza
en la Amazonia. Atraviesa los
cantones de Cayambe (Pichin-
cha), Pimampiro (Imbabura), El
Chaco y Quijos (Napo), Gonzal
Pizarro (Sucumbios). E

Fotografia / Photography: Hamilton Mc Nutt

The Cayambe Volcano (5790
meters), the third tallest peak in
the country, is an irresistible cha-
llenge for explorers who are also
lovers of perpetual snows. Those
who reach its peak are also given
the privilege of seeing the grass-
covered moor and the Andean

1. Flor de Chuquirahua - Reserva Ecoldgica Cayambe - Coca/ Chuquiragua Flower — Cayambe Coca Ecological Reserve./

forests in the foothills of the An-
des Mountain Range.

The Cayambe— Coca Ecologi-
cal Reserve is the protected area
with the greatest biodiversity
in all of Ecuador, and it crosses
the provinces of Imbabura and
Pichincha (together making up

2.Campeonato de rafting, Rio Quijos / Rafting tournament in Rio Qujjos.
Fotografia / Photography: Marcelo Simbafia
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25% of its territory) as well as
Sucumbios and Napo (the other
75%). It possesses lakes, water-
falls, and wetlands, which protect
one of the primary water sources
of the country. Here are born the
watersheds of the Esmeraldas,
Chota and Mira rivers in the nor-

In the high region, from the city of Ca-
yambe take the Panamerican Highway, which
passes through the town of Olmedo and leads
to the indigenous community of La Chimba.
The road continues until the place known as
Piedra Colorada, after which it descends to the
San Marcos Lake. The trip takes approximately

two hours. In the low region, take the highway
to Papallacta and Nueva Loja,

Tourism

Its lakes and waterfalls,
surrounded by moors, wetlands, and Andean
forests, are the primary tourist attractions.
Accompanied by various tourist activities, they
offer a wonderful adventure in nature.

Source:

thwest, and Papallacta, Cosanga,
Quijos, Oyacachi, Salado, Coca,
Aguarico, Napo, and Pastaza
rivers in the Amazon region. It
crosses the cantons of Cayambe
(Pichincha), Pimampiro (Imbabu-
ra), El Chacoy Quijos (Napo), and
Gonzalo Pizarro (Sucumbios).

3. Cima del Volcan Cayambe - / The peak of the Cayambe Volcano.

Fotografia / Photography: Hamilton Mc Nutt
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Eco-Ruta

: @EASCEOODEL QUINDE
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-~ PASEQ DEL QUINDE

ascos listos, rodilleras, za-
patos adecuados, bicicleta

Nono, en parte de la ecosfut

Paseo del Quinde”, que esta funcio-
nando desde el 2005. Su trayecto
abarca 50 kilometros y a mas de su
punto de inicio, pasa por Nanegalito
y llega a Mindo. A solo 45 minutos
de Quito se puede visitar un escena-
rio lleno de vida natural y aventura.
En marzo, el Honorable Consejo
Provincial de Pichincha (HCPP) ha-
hilito el trayecto para el ciclismo de
aventura, para lo que aporté 6 mil
dolares, y la Cooperacion Belga lo

40 INFINITE ECUADOR

El ambiente natural para la aventura
A natural environment for adventureg <%~

A

hizo con 19 mil. El camino lastrado
y custodiado por arboles de antaino
recibid a 20 ciclistas que inaugura-
ron esta nueva atraccion hace varios
dias. Esta Eco-ruta, rica en floray en
fauna, sobre todo por albergar alre-
dedor de 500 variedades de aves, es
una verdadera “meca” para el avitu-
rismo mundial.

“Ahora contamos con 15 bicicletas
Cannondale F5, (que son de alumi-
nio hechas a mano en Estados Uni-
dos), un equipo completo de moun-
tain bike para 15 personas y otros
elementos necesarios para que el
trayecto sea placentero”, dice Grecia
Flores, presidenta de la Corporacion

Eco-ruta, creada por el HCPP y el Mi-
nisterio de Turismo. Ademas de pre-
ocuparse por la recuperacion de los
habitats, y la conservacion de flora y
educacion, el proyecto también bus-
ca animar a las comunidades por las
que cruza la Eco-ruta a desarrollar
otras actividades economicas y asi
evitar la emigracion. Incluso en el
trayecto se han construido centros
de informacion gracias a la labor de
ambas instituciones.

En el 2005, la Eco-ruta recibié apro-
ximadamente a 9 mil personas, la
mayoria extranjeros. Cada afio el
numero de turistas aumenta entre
un 15 y 20 por ciento. “Esta area

a-otograﬁa: Roémulo Moya Peralta, Juan Moya Peralta

natural y fresca es maravillosa para
Quito, porque es como tener un gran
jardin en el patio trasero con una
rica biodiversidad”, dice Brian Kro-
hnke, presidente de Mindo Cloudfo-
rest Foundation.

Este escenario natural esta listo
para ser explorado. Los ciclistas
contintan descubriendo nuevas ru-
tas y viven la aventura en una via
sinuosa, en la que aparecen aves
multicolores entre las frondosas ra-
mas como testigos del pedaleo por
ese paraiso.

1. El avistamiento de aves es parte primordial de la Eco-ruta./ Birdwatching is a fundamental activity on the
Eco-route. 2. El paseo no solo invita al ejercicio, sino a experimentar la belleza del exterior / The route invites
us not only to exercise, but also to experience the beauty just outside the city. 3. Los ciclistas avanzan con
rapidez por el camino natural a 45 minutos de Quito./ The cyclists advance rapidly along this natural road),

just 45 minutes from Quito.

Helmets ready, kneepads on,
appropriate shoes, aligned bicycle,
and a promising path stretching be-
fore us in Nono, along the eco-route
"“El Paseo del Quinde,” which has
been functioning since 2005. The
trajectory covers 50 kilometers and
in addition to beginning in Nono
passes through Nanegalito and rea-
ches Mindo. Just 45 minutes from
Quito, you can visit a spot full of na-
tural life and adventure.

In March, the Provincial Council
of Pichincha initiated the trajectory
for adventure cycling, for which it
provided six thousand dollars, along
with the Belgian Corporation which
contributed with 19 thousand. The
path, brimming with and watched
over by ancient trees, several days
ago received 20 cyclists who inau-
gurated this new attraction. This
eco-route, rich in flora and fauna
and housing over 500 varieties of
birds, is a true Mecca for world bird
tourism.

“We now have 15 Cannodale
F5 bicycles (made of aluminum and
assembled by hand in the United
States), a full mountain bike set
for 15 people, and other necessary

elements to make the journey plea-
sant,” says Grecia Flores, president
of the Eco-route Corporation, crea-
ted by the Council and the Ministry
of Tourism. In addition to concer-
ning itself with the recuperation of
habitants, flora conservation, and
education, the project also looks
revitalize the communities through
with the Eco-route passes and de-
velop other economic activities to
avoid emigration. Even information
centers have been built through the
work of both institutions.

In 2005, the Eco-route received
approximately 9 thousand people,
mostly foreigners. Every year the
number of tourists grows by 15-
20%. “This fresh natural area is
marvelous for Quito, because it's like
having a huge, incredibly biodiverse
garden in the city's backyard,” says
Brian Krohnke, president of Mindo
Cloudforest Foundation.

This natural spot is ready to be ex-
plored. The cyclists continue to dis-
cover new routes and experience the
adventure of a curvy route in which
multicolored birds appear among
the bushy branches as witnesses of
this pedal through paradise.

GOBIERNO DE LA PROVINCIA

Pichinch~

Eficiencia y Solidaridad
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Morales
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de contrastes

A bay Of COntr S'tS o: Andrea Isabel Rodriguez | Fotografias: Jorge Vinueza
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